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Hon that time many of his Diſciples went back, and watked #9 mort mit! 
him,——Thtn ſaidFeſiu unto the twelve, Will ye * go away? Then Sijho 
Peter auſwered him, Lord, to vhm ſhall we go ? Thou haſt the words e 
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I. A Remarkable Accident that befel our Saviour in the Courſe of his Mi 
niſtry, his being deſerted at once by a great many of his Diſciples : Man 
© of hu Diſciples went back, and walked no more with him. 
11. The Occaſion of this great Deſertion, intimated in that Clauſe; £K T 
from that time, or upon that occahon. LO EATS 8 # 2 
III. A Queſtion thereupon put by our Lord to thoſe few that ſtill remained 
= with him : He ſaid unto the twelve, Will ye alſo go away? And. 
IV. And Laſtly, The honeſt and diſcreet Anſwer which Simon Peter in the 
name of the reſt returned to this Queſtion ;' Lord, to whom ſhall we ge thou 
| haft-the words of eternal life, | 1 89 
Fach of which Particulars will afford ſome uſeful Obſervations, which in the 
Sequel of this Diſcourſe I ſhall briefly touch upon, (the time not permitting 
me to do more) and then make ſome Application of the whole. I begin with 
the fit; biz. EEK WL, 8 Is * IEEE: 7 
I. The Relation of a Remarkable Accident that befel our Saviour in the 
Courſe of his Miniſtry, viz. his being deſerted at ance by a great many of his 
Diſeiples: Many of his Diſciples went bacł, and walked no more with him. Tu. 
Evangeliſt doth not ſay how many, but that we may probably collect from the 
former part of the Chapter: For at the 10th Verſe we are told, That the num- 
ber of thoſe that were with him before. and had beeh miraculouſly fed by him 
= with five Barly-loaves, and two fmall fiſhes, vas about zo, ahd that upon 
that they all of them acknowledged that he was the Chriſt, as you may ſee at 
the 14h Verſe, This u of a truth ( ſay they) that Prophet which ſpould come 
ue the World; and thereupon preſuming (according to the. Notion generally 
received among the Jew: at that time) that the Meſſiar was te be a Mighty 
= Temporal Prifice, they would fain then have perſwaded him to take pon Him 
the Kingdom. Nay, as the Evangeliſt note at the 15:ch Verſe, They would have 
weaken him by force, and made him a King; which when our Saviour had avoided 
by conveying bimſelf privately away, they would not however be thereby di- 
verted from purſuing their Intention ; but perceiving which way his Diſeiples 
Vere gone over the Sea, and ſuppoſing that he had appoiſted to meet them on 
ehe other fide, they took Shipping the very next day to follow him; and when 
they had found him, knowing that he had nor gone over in the ſame Boat with 
his Diſciples, and that no other Boat had gone ayer beſides, except thoſe wherein 
they theinſelves had paſſed, ſo that conſequently lie muſt needs have conveyed 
Dunlelf over the Sea by a miracle; they ſeemed hereby ſtill the more confirmed”: 
in that belief which they had of him before, and yer behold on a ſudden,” even 
the very ſame day, upon occafion of ſome diſguſt which they rogk at his Do- 
Qrice, they all forbok him, leaving hip 56) alone, only with his | 
Tyelve Apditics.” Many of his Diſcipt" Wen fac dv altes no; more with 
n From whence ve may obfarye, [** =# ator nnn 
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1. That Infallibility it ſelf is not ſufficiene to prehent Schiſms and Separat! 
in the Church. For ſately they will not deny that our Bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
our himſelf was an Jnfallible Teacher, who believe that his pretended Vicar is 
; and yet for all that, he wagdeſerted by a great many of his Diſciples ; there 
re many more that forſook him, than there were that continued to adhere to 
m. -Nay, indeed his Infallibility may be ſaid in ſome ſenſe to have been the o&@+* 
fion of this great Schiſm, for the reaſon of their forſaking him was, becauſe 
ſpake to them the words of Truth; for had he but ſuited his Doctrine to 
e Carnal Palates of his Hearers, they would ſtill have continued with him. 
And if Infallibility will not ſerve for this Purpoſe, there is, manifeſtly, nv ſuch: 
ſolute neceſſity, no ſuch great uſefulneſs of any Infallible Guide in the Church, 
"WY the Romaniſis pretend, who alſo from thence only, without any ground from 
ipture, boldly infer that there is ſuch an one: For we have already an Iu- 
Ilible Rule both of Belief and Practice in the Holy Scriptures, and this Rule 
ſufficiently plain to, and eaſily enough applicable by all ſuch as are ot honeſt 
nds, and give due Attention and Regard to it. An Infallible Guide ( if t 
re any ſuch now-a-days ) could not teach more than the Holy Scriptures dos 
ſach things as are neceſſary to be known by us; neither could he reach the 
we things plainer than they teach them; and if men were of perverſe and 
al minds, they would give no more heed to the Infallible Guide than th 
now to the Infallible Rule ; that is,they would hear him nolonger than while 
Doctrine pleaſed them, or while it was for their advantage to continue i 
s Communion ; and when either his Doctrine was ungratetul, or it was go fate 
adhere to him, they would do by him, as the Diſciplesin the Text did by our 
viour, who was beyond all diſpute and Infallible Teacher; They would go- 
ch, and walk no more with him, „ 
2+ Adother thing that may be obſerved from hence, is this, That it is no juſt 
Nection againſt any Church, that there are a great many that diſlike it, and 
parate from it. -p x f . 1 6 
Let not then our Adverſaties of the Church of Rome any more object agaiolt 
las they hive uſed to do) that their Church js at Unity within its ſelf, that 
ey are all of one Mind, agreeing in the fare Form of Doctrine, and holding 
gether in the ſame Worſhip; whereas no ſooner did the Reformed Churches 
parate from them, but they were immediately divided into innumerable Set 
dug themſelves; each pretending to great Purity and Perfection than the . 


* 


er. For beſides that the truth of this matter of fact might well 1 doubred; 
2. whether there be greater Diviſions among Proteftants,than among Papiſts z 
ich point I will not at this time diſpute; This I dare boldly-ſay,” That the 
ity which they boaſt of, is in great meaſure owing to the Inquiſition, and 
Fh other means See theit People in their Communion, as we neither. 
, hor think lawful to uſe. F n r 
And then after all, the Separation of other Sec from the Reformed Chur- * 
, is not a juſter Objection againſt chem, than the Separation of rhe R 
med Churches themſelves from the Church of Rome ( with which they ance  : 
d Communion ) is againſt that Church: So that if thert be any thing in this” 
zument, it Holds every whit as ſtrong againlf them, as againſt us. 
Bar tlle truth of it id, the Argument its {elf is of no force againſt eiter. ond | 
the other, But id the Cale of Sepirarion rhe only poiur'ts be confiderey, in, 
4+ a ME... 
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order to the diſcerning where the blame les is for what cavſe the Separatiouſpow 
was'made. - For if the ground of our ſeparating from the Roman Church be ſpeen 
(is indeed it was) becauſe we could not communicate with her without Sin, thi 
juſtifies our Separation,and is indeed a juſt Obje tion againſt that Church which 
enjoined ſuch unlawful terms of Communion. And on the other fide, if the 
Doctrine that we proſeſi and teach be Pure and Orthodox, and our Worſhip (ra 
ay the leaſt of it) ſuch as may in every part of it be lawfully joined in; if ere: 
they who diſſent from us, cannot fix on any one thing in our Communioghip 
which they can prove is unlawful ; if conſequently the ground of their Scpara orm 
tion from us, be either becauſe they will not endure ſound Doctrine, or becaut 
they have itching Ears, which nothing will pleaſe but Novelties ; they indece 
are highly te blame who ſeparate from us upon ſuch trifling Accoupts; but it i 
ho more a jaft Objection againſt our Church, That there are ſome that ſepara: 
> from it, than it vas againſt that Church which was at firſt Aſſembled, and gc 
werned by our Lord himſelf in Perſon, that there were ſome who when they hat 
up themſtlues under him as his D'ſciples, did afterwards (upon an unreaſor 


* 


and groundleſs diſguſt) go beck and walk no more with him, | 

. What may further be obſerved from hence in general, is this, That thi 
Example of Multitude is noc a fufficient inducement to follow their practic 
any further than the ſame may be juſtified by reaſon. For in the Text we ar 
old, that many of our Lord's Diſciples (probably not fewer than 50oo ) we 
zvay from him at once, and (as far as appears by the Hiſtory ) there were on 
© gz that remained with him, a very ſmallnumber in cempariſon with that gre 
altitude chat went away; and yet there can be no doubt, but that theſe we 

vhe True Church, and that they which went away were Schiſinatic l, 
From whence therefore ( by the way) we may obſerve; hew vain and triflin 
» that Argument is, which they of the Church of Rome do urge in behalf of thei Chay 
Church, and to perſwade us to return to it, taken from the great Multitude « 
thoſe that are of the Rowan Communion, in compariſon with the Reformt 
> Churches. For granting that the Reman Church is of much greater exten 
than the Reformed; nay, if we ſhould grant it to be of larger extent then all t 
T©briftian Churches befides, that are not of her Communion ( which yet is ce 
-—  minly falſe}) chis is but a very ſowry Argument to prove her to be the Tru 
— ad only True Chriftion Church. For if truth be always on the fide of th 
_ grcareſt number, which was the True Church in Abraham's time, when, he wi þ 
© fs Religion by himſelf? Was it in his ſmall Family, or among the delatrodfif u 
ien that dwelt round about him; Or which was the True Church in all thay 
bog Tract of Time from Moſes to our Saviour? Was it not confined to a ve 1 
mall ſpot of Land, even when it was at its largeſt extent? And that again cor 
traded to a much leſs compaſs in Elijabs time, when there were not in Ten 
the Tribe of Iſrael, above Seven Thouſand Men who had not bowed the Knee ent 
She Image of Raad. 1 Kings 49; 8. Again, if chat be always the True Churd and » 
Aich is the largoſhcime-was when the. Arian Hereticks were the True Chriſtia rt. 
-  ECharch, and the Orthodox Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ( who were but a very fei nder 
mn Number, in iſon with them) were conſequently miſerably deladed, a ure 
trank Hereticks. thus, according to this Rule given by the Rimanifts ſi dif 
ina ing out the True Church, truth and goodneſs are . at all, b hen 
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ratio ew, may i the next Age become very falſe and wicked, But by what hath 
ch be Peen ſaid, it appears, that the true Worſhippers of God have ſometimes been bue 
n, th very few, and that the True Church of Chrift hath in ſome Ages conſiſted but 
which a very fmall number; and what has been once, may be again. So, that tho 
if thc ſhould grant that the Rowan Church is larger than any one, or even than 
ip (tdfal! che Reformed Churches together; yet ſtill theſe may be the True Churches 

F erenÞÞt Chriſt, and that not; for why may not the True Religion, and the right Were 
unioofhip of God be conſined to 4 narrow compaſe nom, as well as it havly been in 
para Former times? The Truth is, number of fewnefs, are both meerly accidental 
-cautWÞnd extrinſecal things; ſometimes a multitude May be in the right, and ſome- 
ndeci times ( probably much oftner ) they are in the wrong ; and whether they, be in 

it it ¶Mbe right or no is a thing tobe enquired into, not to bo taken for granted For 
ara Hr ruth and Goodnefs are always the fame, but the Fancics arid Opmons of Ment - 
id gore infinitely various and uncerrain. And therefore ſeeing God hath nor left it 

y had to us to determine among our ſelves by moſt Votes, which is the True Religion, © 
zaſonfſend the right Worſhip of God, but hath himſelf clearly ſtaced and fully deter- 

| mined this matter in rhe Books of Scripture many hundred years age, that 
t thFftetminotion of his is, and will ever be moſt undoubted!y true; dis rhar t 
iceMore chat we mutt ſtick to, and abige by, let the Crowd, or the Mulfirude, go 
ve anch way it will. And ſo much for the firſt thing: Mary of bis Diſciples mens 
| We ack, and walked no more with him. NE \ 4853.0 N 


on I I, The ſecond thing which I took notice of in the words, was the eccafion 
6 ""Yof chis great Schiſm, intimared in that Clauſe, tx, Tx, from that time, ( or 
it may be reqdred ) upon that occafion ; Many of his Diſciples went back...  * 
Now what the occafion was, we mult learn from the foregoing part of the 
Chapter, and it was (in ſhort this) Our Saviour well-knowing the Hypocrife 
Wor chat great Crows that follow'd him, and that all their pretended Zeal for 
him vas really nothing elſe but intereſt, plainly tells tbem of it, 4 26. Heri 
verily, I ſay unto you, ys ſeek me nat becauſe ye ſaw the miracle, but becnuſe 
e did eat of the loarves, and were filled ," and thereupon rakes occaſion to por- 
ſwade them to withdraw their Hearts and Aſſections from this World, and from 
their Temporal Intereſts and Conceruments, and give chenaſclves. up to be i- 
dtructed by him in che way and means of Salvation, v. 27. Labour not for Ne 
meat which periſpet h, but for thas meat which enduvech unde everlaſting lifes 
which the Som of man ſpad give unto you, for him hath God the Father ſealeds 
And this Subje@ he proſecutes in the remaining part ot the Chapter, ſhewi 
by many Arguments, that there was no way for them to- attain the Bleſledac 
of the other World, but by receiving and believing his Doctrine, and leading 
Webeir Lives according to it. And N TAN, upon this occaſion, many of them 
went back, and walked nd move with him. While he ted them with the Loaues,. 


ee! 

urdJ2d while they hoped he would be a Temporal King, and that they(as being they 
ia frſt that had declared for him) ſhonld be preferr d to great Places and Dignities 
felder him, fo long he could or get rid of their Company, the he, had: eadea-* 


oured to do it; bur vhen onee he ename to tell them plainly of their faults, and 
o diſſwade them from minding fo much as they did tho Intereſts of tlaia World 
hen he had acqunintec them that bis Kindem was-a Spiritual Kingdoms, und 
har the only way bor then wa le Ce | 
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; | ' F.-Y / | 
Ving thoſe ſtrick Rules of Holihef and Virtue which he taught; at this the 
were greatly offended; and it was now as hard to keep them together, as it was 
before to diſmiſs them: Upon this Occaſion, many went back, and walketh u 
more with him. From whence we may obſerve ( and tis the only thing I ſhal 
ar preſent obſerve from hence.) That 'tis the Duty of thoſe who are Mini ſter 
of the Goſpel, boldly to ſpeak the Truth, and reprove Vice, whatever Offene 
"may be taken at them for it. In other things indeed jt becomes them (and i 
Js a part of that Prudence which it is their duty to exerciſe in their behaviou 
towards others) to be as compliant and complaiſant as they can; and according 
to St. Naul's Example, to be made al things to all men, that they may by a 


meant gain ſame ; 1 Cor. 9. 22. But the Truth of the Goſpel is not to be partedigi 


- with" upon any terms, neither may they upon any confideration whatſoever ſooth 
pp. their People in their Sins, and cry peace peace, when there is no peace. Nay, i 
they only wink at their Fauls, if they only forbear to reprove them for their 

ins, and to acquaint them with the danger of continuing in them, they are Care- 
is of their Charge, and unfaithful to their Truſt, and while they ſeem tender 


of giving Offence, do indeed give the greateſt Offence ; at once expoſing their 
Sacred Office to Contempt, and hazarding the Salvation of their own Souls, For 
pe are plainly told, Ezek. 33. 7. I have ſet thee a watchman unto the houſe 


af Iſrael, therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my month, and warn them from 
me: When I ſay unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou 
aoſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked man from hu way, that wicked man ſhall die 
Fin his Iniquity, but hi blood will I require at thine hand. WF: 
Here (my Reverend Brethren) we fee our Duty, and the ſtrict Obligation that 
lies upon us to diſcharge it. And this is what we are to look to, to do our own 
oty faithfully, and leave the iſſue and event of all to God. It may be that dur 
dneſs in the diſcharge of our Miniſtry, may prove a Prejudice to our Worldly 
Intereſt, and many may account us their Enemies, and uſe us as ſuch, only be- 
cauſe we are their beſt Friends in telling them the Truth; but there is no World- 
I Intereſt whatſoever ſo greatas to be fit to ſtand in Competition with the In- 
rereſt of our own, and our People's Souls. Or it may be, it we will not hold our 
© Peace ; if we will needs be Preaching up unpopular Truths, and laſhing rhe 
reigning Vices of the Age, ſome will take Offence at our freedom, and (nov eſ- 
Perially, that they are, as they think, at liberty to profeſs any Religion, or to be 
none) will forſake our Aſſemblies, and either joyn themſelves to ſome other 
Congregations, where they hope they ſhall hear more comfortable Do&rine, or 
perhaps wilt throw off at once all Show and Profeſſion of Religion, but be it 
0. the fear of the probability of this will not juſtify us in neglecting our 
n Duty, which is to be inſlant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, and to reprove, re- 
ale, aud enhort mith all long-ſuffering and Doctrine. 2 Tim, 4. 2. This is the 
Direction that St. Paul gives to Limot hy, and in him to all the Miniſters of the 
Seppel; and that too, altho he foreſaw that the conſequence of it woid ſome- 
ae be, chat ſuch plain dealing wonld diſoblige a great many, and make thera 
make the Aſſemblies of the Faithful; for that he had this then in his ming, 
Sema highly probable, from what he immediately adds inthe very next words; 
Verſe 3, The time will come when they will not endure ſiund DgRrine, but after 
therr amm lufts ſpall they heap to themſelues Teachers, Having * ears, and 
nnn nn 
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herbe Apoſtle there directe, 20 rebuke, and ethort with all long ſuffering 3 i. e. to 
W<mper our reproofs with ſuch Mildneſs, and Gentlenefs, and frudence, as that 

if it be poſſible) we may give no offence te any; but if it be the truth ic ſelf 
hat gives the offence, and not the imprudent manner of its delivery, our buſineſs 
niſteriſſs not to pleaſe Men but God; and we muſt do our Duty, and ſpeak the words 
hich he hat h put into our Mouth, and rebuke with all Authority, nor regard- 

ng what may be the conſequence of it, We may think, perhaps, rhat in caſe 
aviourur boldneſs in ſpeaking the Truth, and reproving Vice, ſhould drive away any 
rdingWrom the Aſſemblies, (eſpecially if they be Perſons of Note and Authority in the 
by allace where they live) this would be to the diſadvantage of our Church and Re- 
partedWigion. But no ſuch matter; for of all thoſe that ſeparate from the Church up- 
ſooth pn ſuch an account, we may truly ſay, as the Apoſtle St. John does of ſome Se- 
ay, ifſaratiſts in his time, 1 Epiſt. 2. 19. They went out from us, but they were not of 
their; for if they bad been f xs, they would no doubt have continued with us, Such 
care · re as much the Churches Enemies before their Separation, as they can be aſter- 
endervards ; and of the two, She had better have them open Enemies, than ſecret ones. 
their ut as for all ſuch as are of Honeſt minds, and ſincere, and hearty in their Pro- 
Forſeſſions, they will like us the better for that, for which the others diſlike us; 
houſe v hereas on the contrary,” if ve ſhould be afraid to do our Duty, if ve ſhould be 
fron aly-mouth'd, and not dare to ſpeak the Truth for fear ot the diſpleaſure ox 
then uch men, this vould indeed be a great prejudice to our Cauſe, as giving jaſt 
4 diepffence to the beſt men, and too great occaſion, 20 ſuch as deſire occaſion, to flight 
and deſpiſe our Office. In fine ;- What we can be only afraid of in this Caſe, ig 

that ho more than what our Saviour ( who knew what was in men) certainly fore 
own Wknew would happen to himſelf ; for he kne that the greateſt part of the Mul- 
tour Wicude that followed him, followed him for the Loaves, and in hope ro advance 
rIdly Wheir Temporal Intereſt by early appearing to be his Diſciples; he knew conſes 
be · NMuently, that upon his declaring the Truth to them, and reproving them for their 
rid-WWorldly-mindedneſs, they would ſorſake his Company; but tho' he forefaw 
In - his event, he would not be unfaithful in his Office, or neglect that bufigeſs for 
| our Which he came into the World, which was re bear Witneſs unto the Truth ; John 
the rs. 37, he choſe rather to have but a few ſincere Followers, than a great num- 


eſ· Wer of Hypocritical Profeſſors ; and therefore would not diſſemble the Truth, © 
o be Wltho he knew that upon his declaring it, many woulu go back, and walk no more 

ther NY him, And now | proceed to the third Thing obſervable in the Text, vis. 
r IT, The Queſtion which our Lord (upon the occaſion of this great Deſer- 


ion) puts ro thoſe that ſtill remained with him, Jeſu ſaid unto the rmelve, wilſ 
e alſo go & And with what defiga this Queſtion was put, might have been 
Jonbred, if it had been put by another; but it is certain, rhat our Saviour dic 


the Wor put it to the Twelve, to know their Minds, for as the Evangeli#t ſays, He 

the Nuem all men, and needed not that any ſhould teſtiſy of man, for he knew bas 
ne- Bas in man. John 2. 24. Theſe Words therefore, Will ye alſo go. away Ae 
era ot ſo much a Queſtion put to them, to know whether they would ſtay or g 


san Option given them, a leaving it to their Will and Choice, whether they 

is ; Would do one or the other; as if be had ſaid—Fou ſee hom many there arethas 

rer Wave taker Offence at my Doctrine, and have upon that account all at.once d- 

na ried me; but I am not at all concerned at their, departure, for i deſſre no Subn 

, fach ap ard u ie be [a n 8 be obedient id m worgy, if 1 0 
\ 3 n 1 N . 
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fee you are of the ſame mind with them, if *y Daltriye dots not reliſh wit 
you, if your hearts ( as theirs) are wholly ſet wpon #his World, aud the Intereſi:c 
of this Lift, and you value not the having à port ion in wy Spiritual Kingdom, 
| or diſſi ke the Conditions of attaining it, tu to na . you te ftay any len- 
| ger with me; for this u all the Reward that I promiſe to my Diſciples : You 
are at your own e re ge or ſtay 8s you ploaſe.; freely and willing. 
Ves gave up your ſobves at firſt to be my Diſciples, and freely and willingly 
| you ſhall continue ſo, or not at all; as I did not fares ons to follow nie, ſo neither 
| will 7 compel you to tay with me: Do what you think beſt for your elves ; If youſi 
like the terms of my Diſcipleſhip,aud think the Reward that I propoſe,a ſufficient 
| Encouragement, and are perſwaded that I am able to male good what I promiſe 
& then flay with me; but if nat, you alſo may follow the five thouſand that pre al. 
| ready gone away : I will not detain you againſt your-minds--Will ye alſogo may 
From whetice we may obſerve theſe two Things. 1. That it is not agreeable to 
che Nature of the Goſpel to Force or Compel Men to the Profeſſion of it. If in- 
geed Salvation were annexed to the out ward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and every 
viſible Member of the Church, wene alſo a Member af Chrift's Spiritual Ringdom, i 
It would be ſuch a great deed of Charity toentitle Men to theſe Benefits, aswould 
She lufficient ro compenſate for any hardſhip that they were put to in order to it 
and if Men were, or could be-forc'd to be Saved, even although it were by Fire and 
er, they would have no more reaſon or cry out of Perſecution, or to com- 
plain of any injury that was done them, than a man that was juſt ready to be 
Eadrowned would have, if be that pull'd him out of the Water and ſav d his Life, 
Mould do it by the ſpraining of his Arm. But the Caſe here is otherwiſe; for 
be Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt is made up only of ſuch as willingly ſubmit to 
in o' Force may make many Hypocrires, it cannot make one True Chri- 
Ran ; for no outward Force gan compel the Will ro conſent, tho it may compel 
the Mouth to ſpeak, or the Body to act. Not but that after all, it is moſt undoub- 
zedly the Duty of Chriſtian Magi ſtrates to endeavour that all their Subjects may 
be brought both to the Profeſſion and Belief of the Trus chriſtian Faith and to 
tbis cod they ought to ſer up, and eſtabliſh in their Dominions the Trug Chriftian 
id, and to take care that their Subjects maybe inſtructed in ir, and alſoto 
pgive them all reaſonable Encouragement in the Profefſion and Exerciſe of it. Nay, 
EI will not ſay that they may not, (for I am fully perſwaded that they may.) make. 
vie of che Sword wherewith God has entruſted them, for the correcting and re- 
| ftrainiog the Exorbitances of a miſguided and ungovernable Hook and the ou- 
wages ofa miſtaken Religion; and for the cutting off of all ſuch workers of ini- 
L, quiry, as tury Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Faſtian. But in what caſcs 
is proper fo'make uſe of the Temporal Sword in Matters of Religion ; What 
Temporal Encouragemeots are proper to be given to the Profeſſion of the True 
Keligion, and what Diſcouragements to Errox and Schiſm, being Subjects needfnl 
to be enquired into only by them that have the Power of making or executing 
$ Laws, are not ſo proper to be diſcourſed of here, But in general, That no M es 
, or ought to be compell d to be a Chriſtian, I think is very plain from our u 
i e Example; for tho his Kingdom was Spiritual, z. e, tho he was pleaſed he 
to ule only Spiritual Means and Motives to engage Men — bis Diſcigles, he io 
Lud haye nſed other means if he bad pleaſed 3 for as he himſelf tells us, Matth. 
eee 
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xternal Force gad Compulſion had been 2, proper means to enlarge his King 
om, and propagate his Religion, he would, doubtleſs, have made ofe of it; or 2 
| have Commiſſioned and Impower'd his Apoftlestouſeir ; and not have only 
nd to them (as he does in the words immediately following thoſo aforecited) gg 
therefore, and teach all Nations : He would nor certainly: (as he does in the 
. have left it to the Choice and Option of his own Diſciples, whether 
ould continue in the Profeſfion oß his Religion or no; Will ye alſa gu amay? 
2, Anotherthing that may be obſerved from hence, is this, That na Licenſo 
iven, no Toleration granted, no Exemption from Temporal Penaltics in gaſe of 
aration allawed by men, is ſufficient to excuſe from the guilt of Schiſin thoſa 
at Separate from the True Chriſtian Charch whereof they where Members, or 
> render their Schifm no Sin. For what think you, if the Twelve Apoſtlas 
pon this leave given them by Chrift, had gone back with the Five Thouſand, 
puld they not by our Saviour himſelſ(at the great day )have been judged Sehifſe 
ticks or Apoftares for their ſo Deſerting him? And yet ( as Man) he gave 
em leave to forſake him; he left it to their choice, whether they would tay 
ith him or no; he uſed no Force or Compulſion to keep them againſt theig 
Vills ; ſo that heye was truly Liberty of Conſcience granted them; They mighe 
Chriſtians if they would; if not, they might return back to the Synagoggs, 
r go vhither elſe they pleaſed: Here were no worldly Motives offered to them 
> induce them either to ſtay or to go, but the whole Matter was leſt to their own 
zonſcience, But notwithſtanding this Toleration, (as it may be called) it wan 
pſt certainly their Duty ſtill to adhere to that Profeſſion / of Chriſtianity, nia 
ey had taken upon themſelves; and if they had forſaken ir, they vou] haue 
guilty of à moſt inen cuſable Sin before God, And the is the ſame 
ow ; Human Lawgivers may give leave to their Subjects to be of any Rek- 
on, or to be of no Religion; but if they do, they can't make jt Lawful in it (elf, 
ither to be At heiſti, or to profets a Falſe Religion, or to forſake the Communion, 
may t the True Church ; for to believe a God, and to worſhip him Publickly, and to 
d ro Worſhip in the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, are Duties that are laid upon us by A 
Tian higher than any Human Authority; and therefore no Human Autority can dife 
ſo to barge us from them. The Law can take away and diſcharge us from no Obliga= 
Jay, ion, but that which it ſelf laid upon us; ſo that ail the meaning of the large} 
ake Wand moſt unlimited Toleration that the Law can grant, is no more than this, 
iz. a Declaratiowthat Men ſhall not be liable ro avy Temporal Mulcts or Pee 
dalties, or be any ways Puniſh'd by the Civil Poser upon the ac count of 
ny Differences in Religion, oy ſor being of no Religion ar all; but if anreces 
ently to the Eſtabliſhment of any Church by the Civil Power, and if antece- 
ently /zo the enactiog of any Penal Laws to oblige Men to hbld irs Commu» 


rue ion, it was z Schifm to without Cauſe, from that Chriſtian Church 
aul Wybereof ve were Members, and ſuch Schiſmarical & paration was 2 Sin before 


od, then fo it vll be ftilt, notu it hſtanding any Licenſe or Tolerarion that can 
de granted by the Secular Power. But now, That before any Civil Laws wers 
acted in favour of the Church, ic was unlawfol tor any man to ſeparate from 
hat Church whereof he was a Member, without eauſe ; and that fuch Separdy 
ion rendred Men guilty of the Sin of Schiſm, and that Schiſm was a Damoable 
in, is clearly evident from Holy Scripture, For in the Apoſtle's days there was 
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her ewiſb or Heathen, and Judoiſin or Pagaui u were the only eſtabiſhed froeſs 


heir 


Religions ;- and all Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion was ſtrictly prohibited 
wader the ſevereſt Penalties ; but for all that, there was a Chriſtian Church even 
in thoſe days, with which all Chriſtians were obliged to hold Communion, and 

om which it was 2 Sin to ſeparate ; They continued fledfaſily in the Apoſtles 
— felawſhip, faith St. Luke, declaring the Practice of the firſt Con- 
verted Chriſtians, AA, 2. 42. Even then it was a Sin to farſa te the aſſembling 


themſeboer together, as you may ſee, Heb. 10.25. Even then it was a Duty 20 Phi 


Wark them that cauſed Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which 
they had learned, [ from Chriſt and his Apoſtles ] and to avoid them, Rom. 16, 
27. Even then Srrifes arid Diviſions were Acts of Carnality, as we are told, 1 
Gor, 3. 3. and Hereſy was then one of thoſe Works of the, Fleſh, of which the 
olle ſays, That they which do ſuch things ſpall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God Gal, 5.20. Ina word ; There was a Chriftian Church before there was 
any Chriſtian State; and long before there were any At of Uniformity made, 
it was an Apoſtolical Canon, Let al things be duue decently and in order; 1 Cor, 
1g. 40. Which obliged both the Biſhops and Governors of the Church to ordain 
ſach Conſtitutions as were requiſite for the decent and orderly Celebration of 
thePubltk Worſhip, and the People to ſubmit thergunto. From the very be- 
Foniag of Chriſtianity, it was a Duty incumbent on all Chriſtians to endeavour 
to heep the Unity 75 the Spirit in the bound of peace; and with one mind, and 
ane mont b to glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſu Chriſt : Eph. 4. 34 
Rom. 15, 6. And it was always againſt the Nature and Conſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Church, that there ſhould'be Diviſions in it, or Separations from it. 
Keing therefore Church-Communion is a Duty laid upon us by God; it 
8 plainly follows, That no Human Authorityſcaa releaſe us from our Obligation tq 
it; and conſequently, that theſe words, Mi ye go away ?--Or you may ge away 
eu will; by what Man ſoever they are pronounced, cannot make it lawful for 
u co forſake the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, and to leave the Communion of that 
hriſtian Church in which we were Baptized, and of which we are Members, ſo 
8 long as the terms of her Communion are law ful. And ſo mach for the third 
$ thing.--- 1 proceed now to the forth and laſt thing obſervable. in the Text, viz. 
IVV. The honeſt and diſcreet Anſwer that was made by Simen Peter, in the 
Name of himſelf, and the other Apoſtles, when this Option was put to them, 
; will ye alſo ge away ? ſays our Saviour; Lord, ſays he, ro whom-ſball wo go 2 
e baſt the words of eternal life. From whence we may briefly obſerve theſe 
bree rhiogs, « 1. That ris indiſpenſabily neceſſary to be of ſome Church or. 
F eher; this is clearly intimated in the Apoſtle's anſwer, Lord to whom (ball we 
gene takes it for granted, as a matter of which there could be no reaſonable 
_ doubt, that in caſe they had left our Lord, they muſt have betaken themſelves to 
ene other Guide; and that if they had forſaken his Communion, they muſt 
ee gone over to ſome other Communion; he ſuppoſes it as à moſt evident 
od undeniable Truth (as indeed it is) That it is not enough for a Man to have 
ii er kim({elf,'to adore God only in his heart, or to Worſhip him only in his 
ober, but that it is alſo neceſſary to make a Publick Profeſſion of that Religion 
4 which'be is ot, and vo hold Communion with others of the ſame Faith and Pro- 
hon, in the Common Adꝭs of Worſhip and Devotion. And this is a Point very 


Paal, and well worthy to be conſideatd by a grear man thar now-a;day5.00. 
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Wm IFRS I 
ſake our Churches, not to go to 2 Religions Aſſemblies, but to ſpend 
heir time in ſlee ping or dozing at home, or in tipling at the Ale houſe. If vego 
rom thee, to whom ſhall we go ? 2. Therefore, whar may be further obſerved 
rom hence in this, Thar ſeeing it is neceſſary to be of ſome Church or other, it 
highly unreaſonable to ſeparate from the Church whereof we are Members, 
ill we have found out a better Church to join our ſelves to. Quite contrary to 
/hich is the practice of many Separati ſis, who. firſt deſert their own Church, 
chile as yet they are to ſeek-what Religion to be of, and whar Church to go tog 


#hich is the beſt Religion, ſpend all the reſt af their Lives without any Religion 


I things; aud this is a Text often cited by theſe Men in juſtificatign of them 
elves ; and they value themſelvey at no ſmall rate, for their having (as they 
hiok) the Scripture its ſelf on their fide. But they ſhould do well to read the 
whole Verſe throughout, and then they would {ge clearly how little this Text 
akes for them: Prove all things, ſaith the Apeſtle, and then he immediately 
dds, and hold faſt that which in good. The meaning of which laſt Clauſe is at 
e ſhould ſtick to it, and ho d faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without vaveriug 3 
being then both unreaſonable and endleſs to mae further trials. 
ttle doubts and ſcruples in our minds, whether that Religion and way of Wors 
hip that we have been bred up in, be the beſt or go? do they think that the 
poſtle would have us be of all Religions one after another, that ſoat laſt we may 


neeting with ſeveral croſs ways, ſhould go a little in ane and a little in anos 


bat preſented themſelves, he would be no nearer his. Jqurgeys* end at Night 
nay he was in the Morning, Or do they think that he would have us be of 0 
eligion, till we had firſt carefully examined into the Grounds and Reaſons of 
l this wavld be gvery whir as ill as the other: For there are very few that by 
heir Parts and Learning are qualify d ro undertake, and feyer yet (if any at all) 


ith ſuch a diſſicult and tedious Work as this would be; fo that for a Man co 
ake this method, would be juſt as if thę travelling · man before ſpoken of, meet» 


ler ing which, of them to chuſe, bu: ſhould go in uonè of them; how ſhould 
e ever come to his Jonrneys end? Bat the courſe that a wiſe · man in ſueh a caſe 
uſt {Would take, is this: If he were left wholly to himſelf to judge, he would accor- 
nt Wing to the beſt of his skill, and as the time and exigence would permit, chuſe 

hat Road which appeared to him to be the right; or if he had a Guide with 


im, on whoſe skill and judgment he might with Prudence rely, rather than on 


is on, he would take that way which he directed bim to, and when he was 
de leaſt, unleſs by ſome evident Tokens he ſhould be clearly convinced that he 


ve 
1s 

an * 

0- vce entred into it, he would go on ſteddily in ir, never {topping or ſtaying in 
ry 

do, 
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hey firſt throw off, upon ſome fooliſh diſguſt or fanciful diſlike, the Religion 
hey were bred up in, and then under a pretence that they are making enquiry 


eaſt thus much; That when we are ſatisfied of the goodneſs of our own way!" 


- 


But ſuppoſe we are not fully ſatisfied in this Point; ſuppoſe we have ſome. 


he 


t all, It is indeed St. Pauls Direction, 1 Theſc.g. 21, That we ſhould prove® 


e able to judge which is beſt? This would be juſt as if a Man in ts Journey, 2 


her, aud a little in a third, and ſo on; the certain conſequence of which-would* 
„chat having ſpent his whole day in making theſe. trials of the ſeveral ways 


hat ha ve leiſure enough from the neceſſary avocat ions of Life, to go (through ©: 


g with ſeveral croſs ways, ſhould ſpend his whole day in ſitting till and ( 
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red chat the other vat much better? A Man that takes this eourſe may ar v 
rive to the place whither he defigns, which ie is certain neither of the other canſſun 
Or if after all he ſhould-be in a miſtake, yet having done his beſt, and 
de prudenteſt method that he could, his miftake would be pitiable andf, 
S—pardonable. And I dare be bold to ſay, That that man, who according to theſſbte *: 
be of his knowledge, ſerves God faithfally, and worſhips him with a fincereſſear 
Fanddevourheart, although in a miftaken way, ſhall find more favour with God, E- 
and fare better in the other World, than he that ij ever learning, but id never; 
es come to the knowledge of the Truth ; or who under a pretence that he is, 
esta loſs, and in a great uncertainty, in what way God would be Worſhip-ſtwhict 
ped, paiſcs his days without, making profethon of any Religion, and never wor- 
Ships God ar all. And therefore before we leave that way which we have been 
| | bred up, andeducaredin, we ſhould be fully convinced that we are in an Error, 
and fixupon ſome other way to take, and be certainly aſſured that the way we; 
take, is better than that we leave. Lord, to whom ſhall we go? We know not 
wither elſe to go, and therefore why ſhould we go from thee? But, 
| 3. And laftly. Another thing that may be obſerved from this Anſwer of the 
 Apoitle's, is this: That there can be no ſufficient reaſon, to ©, vn from a 
Church, which har the words of eternal life: Lord, ta whom ſhall we go? thou 
Shaft the words of eternal liſe. As it he had faid, We krow that thou art true, 
and teacheft the way of God in truth : Matth. 22. 16. We are ſure that we are 
ee in following thee z ſo that ſhould we forſake thee, and follow another, tis 
© impoſſible we ſhould get by the change: on a worſe Guide we may eafily hap- 
pen, bur a better we cannot have: To whom then ſhall we go, if we go from 
dee; or upon what account ſhould we leave thee for any other, ſeeing thou haſt 
[ ie words of eternal life? And this is a Point that many of oor Diſſenting Bre- 
| hren would do well to confider ſeriouſly of; What reaſon they have to forſake 


- 


the Communion of the Effabliſhed Church Some, perhaps will ſay, that the Terms ia { 
i of her Communion are unlawful, and that they cann t with a good Conſcience fanc 
in in ber Worſhip, Now whether or no they fay true in this, God will judge; or 
but it they do ſpeak the truth, and are rcally perſwaded, as they ſay, here is ah. 
ws tcaſonablePlca for Separation. But the far greareſt part of thoſe that ſeparate Wwhi 
{| from the Church, do not pretend this; They think our Worſhip lawful, and Y. 
= occaſionally (eſpecially to qualify themſelves for an Office) they can and do join 2 
} mit; and her Doctrine they likewiſe own to be true and agreeable to the Scrip-¶ fade 
bees. They grant there is nothing neceſſary to Salvation wanting in our Church, WW u. 
and nothing deſtructive to Salvation enjoined : Nay, they ſay farther, (and that I Al! 
they think will fully juſtify them from the Charge of Schiſtn) that the Congre- ! 
= getions which they join themſelves to, and do ordinarily Communicate with, on — 
be fame Scriptures, profeſs the ſame Creed, Worſtrip the ſame God, and are in ; 


ecke of che fame Refigion that ve are of. Bat if ir be fo, chen why do di 
ey go from us? If they believe that we have the words of eternal life, what I fer: 
= need they go elſewhere ? what can they hope for more in the Communion of Vo 
e other Church, than they might bave io their own? If they are really of the i . 
ame Religion with us, why do they break our Communion ? why do they make i, 


Rent and a Schiſm in the Church for nothing? They indeed that forſake a 
{= Corrupt Church, or an Idolatrous Worſbip; they that leave the Communion 
chen, "in hich whey think they cn nor be Sued, 48 hndendg e 


wiſtly; 
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ely ; but to forſake a Thurch and at the fame time to profeſt that they are ſtill of the 
er cauſame n which they have forſaken, is a 
P, 
* 


ice-which I think go ac 
l, and 


ount can be given of. This is certainly to break the Unity of the Church fur nothing, and 
| needleſiy to make a Rent and 2 Schiſm in the Body of Chriſt ; and chat very/thing which 
© UB hey plead inexcule for thęi: Schilin, does to my apprehenon render it ulrogether inexcu- 
to the Able: For if every Schiſin be a fingit is certainly ſd, when there is no cauſe fi t it; and ther 
incere ran be no juſt cauſe to leave that Church which we were bred in, and are Members of, and 

x g7 over to another which profeſſes the ſame Faith, reaches the {ame Doctrines, and agrees 


the eſſentials of Worſtijp wich that Church which we leave. For why ſhould « Man leave 
ie Eftabliked Church and go to another or ſer up another againſt it,when byhis own con 
son be does not mend himftif by the cange, bur might have been ſuved as well in that Church 
hi ihe Laren as in that which he goes 687 But L know i is pleaded by this ſorr of Separatifi 
hat though they agrree with ys in the $ubſtantia!s of Religion, hey differ from us in the Giz« 
cumftantials, and e go fo; the moſt part to other Religious aſſemblies, becauſe there 
they think God is worſhipped after a purer manner than he is 2 That tho” there 
in the Eſtabliſhed Church all things neceſſary to Salvation, and ſhe has the words of 
Nute; yet ſhe has alſo ſome unneceſſary eren ſome Rites and Ceremonies which th 
1 and which are not uſdd in choſe. Religious Meerings wi 
i themſelves to. 1 1 " F 
Bur to this rhe Anſiver is caie : Either theſe Circumſtantials of our Worſhip, cheſs Kites 
and Ceremonies are lawful to be uſed, or not ; now if they be not lawtul to be uſed 
( ior inftance,) it be unlawful to be preſent at, and to join in thoſe Prayers which the Mi et 
puts up while he is cloathed with a whit Garment ; or if it be unlaw ful to receive the Sutra» 
ä — the Knee, why do they ever do thefe things at all ?+ do they do that to quali 
ves ſor an Office, which if it be a Gu, — 2 — not to do to gain the whole World £ 
But if theſes things be lawful, and the only thi have to ſay againſt them, is, chat 
ue in their opinion ne: dleſ and ſu ſervances ; What a fivall Realon ia this $: 
make a $chiſin and Diviſion in the Church ? There can be no end of Separations and N 
oon if they may. be juſtified by ſuch fanciful diſlikes as theſe ; for the fancies of men are 
infinitely different as to ſuch things, that is impoſſible that the ſame ſhould pleaſe all 
Bre- nie; © chat either Church-Communion is no Duty, or elte ſuch diſlikes of the Fancy only 
ke cannot be a ſufficient ground of a Se paration; for there is no Congregation where the Mints 
ſter is not Cloathed with ſome Germen. or ocher, and where the gacrament is nor received 
erms Win ſome poſture or other ; and there is no Garment or Poſture, which ſome may not have 
ence {W/mncy againſt, as well as againſt theſe, and with as good reaſon, Nay, not only the Farciel 
of denon men, but even of the ſame. men at divers times, are ſo very different as to ſuch 
things, that what they like one day, they oftent mes diſlike as much the next; ſo chat h 
s 2 WY who goes from a Pure and Orthodox Church, upon ſuch trivial acroun 8, cannot tell hiciſelF 
rate BY whither he ſhall go at lat ; but it is moſt probable, that if he goes on rhus indulging his Fan- 
and . he will be one day of this Se&, another of another, and a third of a third, till at laſt has 
join Lag tried all Seat. m_———_— every one ſomething that he diſliked, be will come t be 
Tin.  ** 9 Religion at all. Or if ddt ſa; 'yer*rhis highly prod:ble, that while he thus bufies him- 
TP” i ſelf about the Ceremoniesand Gircumſtantials of R ligjon, he will negle& the Subſtance of 
rch, i, and omir the weightier marters of the Jaw, judgment, faith, without which 
that ¶ All His zeal for the external Purity of the Divine Worſhip will avail him no ching. 
gre- N 25 briefly as L could, run tlxough all rticulars which be Text offer 
owa] red to our Meditation: I proceed in a few words to apply what hath been ſaid ; and indeed 
« in de Application is fo eafie, that I ſhall not aged co be long in it. 


For as it to aur Saviour in the Firſt Verſe of -the Text, ſo it hath happened ts 
do dis Church are Members ; many that joined in her Communion, and 
hat Mee have of late her. >: | 
„of, Iwill not make the application ſo near, 2s ta ſay that they then followed — 

W 
hers 


| Loaves, and for their Lacereft, rho? their lea ding her juſt at this time, mi 
— enough make that be ſuſſ $ neither will l cher the true reaſon of their les 

u, becauſe her DoArine is too pure, arid reogood for them. - | 
ke 2 But whatever was the Motive of their Separation, cis matter of fa& that there are mam 


— 
- 


ion U o gone away ( tho? God be not near fo 5 28 it Wa bragg'd chere would be; 
and W if <vera Tt ion Ne grapes ) many there art hu rs gags bac and will now walk 
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dee numzer of Separatifts from any Church, is not (4s? have hewed) 4 juſt Object 
n againſt it; neither ir to be any inducement to others to follow cheir Example; fo 
what hath now happen'd to our Church, is not near ſo much as befel our Lord himſelf, whoſ 


=” Fd $00n Dilciples that deſerted him at once, while only twelve remained with him. ate 


And whar he (aid to them, I may fay to you that ſtill continue in our Communion ; if you, 2 
are diſpoſed to follow the Example that theſe have ſer you, you have now free liberty to da, .,, 
Loa alſo may goaway if you pleaſe ; there is no reſtraint ac laid upon you by theg Wi 


Laws ; che whole matter is between Gad and your ſelves, Ss | 

»Burneverthele(, let me tell you, you are ſtill as much obliged in Conſcience to holdfhat } 
Communion wich bs, as ever you were; und if we have the words of eternal life; if theſhf th 
Dogrine which we feet and reach, be Pure and Orchodox ; ifche Holy Sacragtents arg, ,, 


dulyzand rightly Adminiftred among us; and if our Worſhip be ſuch as you may lawfull 
4 in; 9 is no juſt ground 2 and if you ſeparate — jun e per fe. 
Vom the Eſtabliſhed Church, in which you were bort and bred, and with which you ought. 1 h 


to hold Commanion in ſacred things, you rend the Body of Chriſt, and are Schiſmaricks 
before God, alcho? you are not guilty of any Stare-crime, nor incur ay legal Penalties, Ker o 
Sonder well then what you do ; If we have the words. of eternal life why mould yo 
*fcave us? r for mote in any other Commu mon? 
Conſider at leaſt, re you go away from us, whither you will go when you have left. 
wes and forfkke not this Church, till you are fare you have found our a better, to join yourſſient! 
ſelves co. | 4 b ' 0 LITE S We +27 | | 
| | It warvery reaſonably put by Joſhna to the Children of * — 24115. * If it ſeem 
and yo to ſerve the Lord; chuſe you this day whom you will ſerve ; whether the gods 
[that your fathers ſerved, that were on the other tide ot the flood, or the gods of the Amo- 
Ie rites in whoſe land ye dwell : And 'tis no leſs reaſonable in this caſe. Some Religion ou 
ee of; or elſe you can have no hope of Salvation; and whatſoever Religion you ate of: 
mt nccds be your duty to make à publick profeſſion of it; ſo that if 51 orſake the 
Stabliſhed Chutch, you muſt go to ſome other; chuſe - then, before you forſake the Re- 
aa commnnion that you were brougbt up in, ( you, 1 Ny) what Retigion youlif 
Want be of whar Communion you will adhere to $7.2, ö 
uren recurn back again into Egypt; or ( in the words of Joſhua } © will you ſerve the 
WE pods that y our Fathers ferved, that were on the other fide of the Flood? I mean, will you 
gor to the Church of Rome ? i. e. will you go to a Church that has moſt notoriouſly cor- 
Wi Tupted che Faith of Chrift ? To a Church that takes away” the kye of knowledge from her 
WE Xcople, not ſuffering them to look into the Ho'y Scriptures, which are the Oracles,of God, 
bl | andthe Words of Life ? Toa Church that has enlarged her Creed to double that of the A- 
1 votes; and enjoins as neceſſary to Salvation, the belief not dnl of the greateſt Falſities, but 
of the moſt evident Coatradictions? Toa Church, whoſe Publick Service is not underſtood 
wy by her Members, and which makes her Children tay, Amen, to they know not what? In fine 
| Will you go to that Church, whoſe Wo hip and Service concave join in, without being 
{ guiley of 1dolatry? | -—- 7 , Se” tiny? $64 "Io 
| What is there in rhis Church that can Charm or Tempt you ts her Communion, unleſs per- 
i haps it be the very eaſie Terms on which ſhe promiſes you Salvation ? '.," 
And this indeed is a reaſonable Inducement to ſuch as would fain go to Heaven, and yet 
are reſolved not to part wich their beloved Sins ; but in a matter of ſuch great imporrance to 
25 as this is, s g001 to. be upon ſure grounds, and not to try an Experiment, that if it 
Tails, will be fatal to us. TOR Words 2 he e 
4 Now, char Faich and Obedience will carry us to Heaven, is agreed on all hands, and the 
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That t hay ie da contrary 70 that Account which o our Bleſſed Saviour, 
ho is Truth it ſelf, hath given us of the Way to Heaven; and to that 12 


f, holy ice which he grounds thereupon, in Matth. 7. 13, 14. Enter ye in at the 

% ate; for wide i the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth tb ragten, 
ö * nd many there be that go in thereat: Becauſe ftrair i the gate, and * 
by obs the way that leadeth unto life: and few there be that find it. 


Well then; If you vill not go over to the Church of Rome ; v hither is it 
0 hol hat you vill go when you leave us? Will you go and join your 7 to any 
if theppf the Separate Aſemblies here at home ? But if fo, 15 which of them will 
gd For here is ſuch variety of ways- at once offered to you, as is enough 
perfectly to:confound and diſtract you, 
I have not time now to tell you how many ſeveral Sect⸗ chere are of Diſſn- 
trs from the Church, and much leſs to give you a juſt and compleat Charas 
ter of them, that you may conſider which of e chule | but in general 
bey may be reduc'd to thefe Four Sorts, 
1. Some of theſe Sec there are, that have either no Creed. or no Goes 
ourFicnts, or no Orders, or no Rule to guide them by, but the Light within them ; 
yon go to any of theſe? But if you do, can you tell what Religion vou ſhall 
of, or whether you ſhall be of any at all ? 
2. Others of them there are, that poſitively deny the moſt Fundamencal 


on youſrticles of the Chriſtian Faith, as che ine of the Ever Bleſſed Trinity, the 
ate of, peamation of the Son of God, the Satisfaction of our Saviour, and the like 4 


rechen ye go to them 2 but if you do, this is to add Hereſfe to your ge, an 
multiply your Taiquity. | 

3. Others again there are chat ceach ſuch Dodrines, e 
their immediate conſequences, gives roo great Encouragement to Vice, b 


| 0! Fodring a good Life unneceſſary ; But I hope I have already mentioned'a fie 
5 he: Pent prejudice againſt ell ſuch caſie Religions, ſo that you will nor ſo much 
"God, WF once think of going to them. b 
he A-. Laſtly, Others there are that profeſs the fame Faith with the Church, 
2 4 Rare ( as they themſelves ſay) of che ſame Religioh thar we are of; and 


r from us only in ſome External Modes and OG of VIE; wil you 
over to theſe; 
But why ſhould yon make a Schiſm in the Church for nothing ? Ouly | be- # 
iſe her Rights and Ceremonies are not exadlly ſuited to your fancy: Why 
duld you break the Unity of that Church whereof you are Members, a 
b which-you agree in all the Effentials of Doctrme and Worſhip, | only tor 
fake of two or three harmleſs Ceremonies ? which ſhe uſes indeed in her 
dick Worſhip for Decency and Order-ſake ; but which the enjoins nor as” 


* y parts of Religion, or as things neceſſary is themſelves, and which being 
Io as i Phcre forbidden in Scripture, cannot, to be ſure, be unlawful to bo uſed 
or by were there is 10 law, there is no tranſg reſſon. Rom. 4, 17. 


f then the Se you deſign to 185 to, be of the ſame Religion, with the 
urch that you leave, why ſhould you leave her, ſeeing by your own confeſſi- 

> ſhe has the words of eternal life, as well as they ? Aud is ie Bay to what 
rpoſe ſhould you go elſe here? 43 
ls it ( firſt) for better Prayers that you 80 thither? Thar an hardly be 7 
vevers 4is vhat you can'r be une 0b. * knowing war, their mY yi 
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be, till you have heard them. Our prayers indeed are known 2 
chey are free to be read and examined by all: You may ( if you will ) ati 
8 your (vet before you join in chem, that they are directed to the right Obji 
bt dor * that they are compoſed of ſuch Petitions as are proper to 
pur op em Publick ; and that they are grave and ſerious, und fitted to exc 
bdesorion; whereas, if yon go to che Separare Aﬀemblies, you Know not wh 
odd you mall worſhip, at feaft you know not with what you ſhall ſerve 
| = Foy come thicher ; you are” much like a' Man that Subſcribes a Paper 

tition to his Prince without reading it. F Ye elle 655, 641] 
br (Secondly!) is ir for better Preaching; that you go thither? That's e 
i r and you may ag cfily be diſappointed in this, as in the orl 
Aud withoue magnifying our ſelves tao much, this I'm fure I may (af 

i Tay, That many that have gone from their own Church to a Separate Aſſe 
7 bly; to bear a better Sermon, have heard a worſe. bam 
but However that be, ſo long as the Doctrine that is Preached in both plac 
ih Fame; (as yon grant it is ) chere cannot be ſo much difference in 
Words and Phraſes wherein it is exprefſed, or in the manner of it delivery, 
will ſerve rogutify a Schiſm. © - e FEE 12s 7% ot 
beides, what the Apoſtle ſays, is moſt undoubtedly true, Paul 
WE ala, and Apollo may woter, but it u God that giveth the Increaſe : If 
Seeds be both of the fame ſome Intrinfick Goodneſs (as is now ſuppoſed) 
de more beautiful to the eye than the other, bur the only things on v 
rhe froicfolnefs vill depend, are the goodneſs of the Soil they are ſown 

and che Bleffing of Heaven; and the Grace of God, who is the God of 
ora, may, Im fare, be much more reaſonably expetted by thoſe 
b | Keep the Uniry of the Church, and are Regular and Order ly ia their Static 
WI” thanby ſuch as ſeparate from the Effabliſbed Church, whereof they: are Me 
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es, only-to gratify cheir itching earn. 9 1h | 
ma sed; So long as our Prayers are good, although it were ſuppoſed dl 
they are hot the beſt ; and ſo long as our Preaching is Sound and Ortho 
{> although it be not altogether fo taking at ſome other Mens may be; and 
= long as the terms of our Communion are Jawful, there can be no reaſont 
Is © cn juſtify your leaving us. For whither can you go to mend your ſelvi 
= | þ Broth 238 you go away from us at all, ſeeing we have tb words. of # 
Ai "24 e 92 U EY | 7 4 Wy” 7 no: 8 
* 1 I coriclude all therefore with thoſe words of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. f. 10, 1 
el you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Feſus Chrifp, that ye all | 
"| "he ſame thing; and that there be no diviſions among yon; but that ye b 
ieee together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment. 
ich God of his great Mercy grant we may all be, for the fake of our 
je Chrift + To whom vith the Father, and rhe Holy Ghoſt; beall Hom 
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nad Glory, ad and for erer. "Amen, 
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